Noun 

Nearly all nouns end in a vowel, usually -a. The following typical declension 
is based on Lugo: 



nom. 

gen. 

dat. 

ace. 

ill. 

abl. 

loc. 

instr./com. 



muysca 'man 

muyscaepcua/ipcua 

muyscaguaca 

muyscaca 

muyscan/s 

muyscanynsi 

muyscana 

muyscabotsa 



There is no special plural ending; mabie 'many', may be used: e.g. gue mabie 
'many houses'; gue mabie ipcua 'of many houses'. 

Adjective 

When independent, the adjective is declined as nominal; when attributive, 
invariable. Normally follows noun, but may precede. Middendorf makes the 
point that adjectives are usually longer than the nouns they qualify: e.g. ie 
afihistatsa 'narrow way'; fagua chinanuca 'shining star'. 

COMPARISON 

Made with ingy 'more': e.g. cho 'good', ingy cho 'better'. 



Pronoun 








PERSONAL 








Singular 


Enclitic 


Plural 




Independent 


Independent 


Enclitic 


1 hycha 


tsy, tse, i 


chie 


chi 


2 mue 


um 


mie 


mi 


3 - 


a, as 


- 


a 




These are 


declined, e.g. for hycha: 






nom. 


hycha 






gen. 


hycha tse ipcua 






dat. 


hycha tse guaca 






instr. 


hycha tse botsa 






ace. 


cha 





SECOND EDITION Simultaneously published in the USA and Canada 

COMPENDIUM WORLD'S george l Campbell byRoutledge 

OF THE LANGUAGES ISBN 0-415-20298-1 (Set) © 1991, 2000 George L. Campbell 



The enclitic forms are used as possessives: e.g. tse gue 'my house'. 

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN 

as ~ sis - ys by relative distance: 'this' - 'that' - 'that (yonder)'. These have 
plural forms: anabitsa ~ sinabitsa - ynabitsa. 

Verb 

Agglutinative forms with prepositive personal pronominal enclitics. There 
are two voices and four moods. 

INDICATIVE MOOD 

Present: enclitic pronoun + stem + present marker, e.g. tse + bquy + scua 

'I do, make'; um.bquy.scua 'you make'. 
Past: enclitic pronoun -{- stem + 0, e.g. tsabquyQ 'I made/did'. 
Future: encHtic pronoun + stem + future marker, e.g. tsabquynga 'I shall 

do, make'. 

SUBJUNCTIVE 

Present form + subjunctive marker, e.g. tse. bquy scua, nan 'that I may do'. 

IMPERATIVE 

Stem only, modified, e.g. quyu! 'do, make!'; pi. quyiuva! 

PARTICIPIAL FORMS 

quysca 'making/doing', e.g. '(he...) who makes/does'; past form, quyia; 
future form, quinga. These are used, for example in relative senses, with 
copula, gue\ e.g. hycha gue aha quysca 'I am he who makes'; mue gue ma 
quyia 'you are the one who made'. 

NEGATIVE 

tsalts is affixed or infixed: e.g. tse bquyscua.tsa 'I do not do/make'; tse 
bquyts.inga 'I shall not do, make'; cha quysca. tsa 'I who do not . . . '. 

PASSIVE 

To form the passive of, for example tse. bquy scua 'I do/make', the 
pronominal enclitic is put in the accusative, and the verb form is slightly 
changed: chan, quysca 'he does something to me'; similarly, man.quysca 'he 
does something to you'. 

The accusative forms of the enclitics can only be used if the agent is third 
person. If the agent is first or second person, the full form is used: e.g. 
a.quityxha 'he struck me'; mi, quity, hycha 'you struck me'; tsequitysucamue 
'I strike you' {-suca- is an alternant of -scua-). 
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Chibcha used postpositions: e.g. 

tacalchien 'under': e.g. guica chien 'under the sky', sie taca 'under water'; 

ucalucoluquy 'under': e.g. ts.uca 'under me'; 

ubaclubana 'before': e.g. ts.ubana 'before me'; 

sucalgahan 'beliind': e.g. ts.e,gahan 'behind me', isuca 'behind me' (/ may 

replace tse as 1st person marker before ch, n, s, s, t, ts); 
sicas 'away from': e.g. lltse.sicas '(away) from me'. 

Word order 

SVO is usual: cf. to abca cha 'the dog bit me'. 
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